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■ William Guste today took over investi- 
gation of a police-student confrontation 
'■ that left two young blacks dead at 
Southern University. 

, Gov. Edwin W. Edwards called on 
Guste to conduct the probe amid grow- 
ing indications the youths were lolled 
by police fire. 

' About 500 National Guardsmen called v, 
?■ f :■ out to’ assist local police in maintaining, 
i s order ; will remain on duty on an hour- ■ 

' by-hour basis, Edwards said. 

The Southern campus was virtually 
* deserted, with most of the; 9,000 stu- \ 
; dents leaving for home. Only foreign 
. students’ and those- from out of state 
were given permission, to ’remain in 
i the dormitories over the holidays, - 

1 STATE AND' university' officials 
were sending in food to students 
stranded without transportation. 
t Meanwhile,' at Southern’s New Or-' 

[ leans campus it was announced today 
that classes will resume Nov. 27 after 
the traditional Thanksgiving holidays;. 



. ty committees have reached accord on 
’ "the 17 student grievances that set off 

^ :.y ; 

* “We feel that classes now can be 
,; ; ;; resumed in . an orderly fashion pending : 

1 final resolution of the grievances,” 

( Sims said. “It is essential that if we 
j- ; r are’, to salvage this semester s classes ; 
must resume Nov. 27 and that there be 



no further disruptions. 

“it is hoped the student leadership t 
and all students will give their support " 
to an orderly resumption of classes.’’ 1 
Sims said SUNO offices will be-open '! 
Monday and Tuesday of next week. » 

A football game scheduled for to- 

Continued on Page 2 



; Asa Sims, dean of academic affairs 
, at SUNO, said.today that student-facul- 




Guste 
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night between Southern-Baton Rouge 
and Grambling has been canceled. Ed- 
wards had planned to attend. 

^Edwards also invited the Justice 
Department: to make its own inquiry or 
; work in cooperation with the state. The 
Justice Department already had an- 
■ pounced it was ordering, the FBI to 
investigate the incident to'determine'if 
federal laws were violated: Federal 
Bureau of Investigation agents were on 
the scene hours after the confrontation. 
EMPTY SHOTGUN shells! that might 
. have provided dues to what happened' 
Thursday disappeared from the scene 
almost immediately after the confron- 
tation. 

ONE OF THE dead has been identi- 
• fied as Denver, Smith, a 20-year-old 
student from New Roads. The other 
still is unidentified. 

; The East Baton Rouge Parish coro- ' 
ner has said both youths died of head 
wounds inflicted by No. 3 type buck- 
shot. 

The coroner, Dr, Hypolite Landry, 
and Edwards said the shots, may have 
come from a police shotgun or possibly 
from a homemade bomb with pellets 
glued to the outer skin. - ; 

Landry’s official report after autop- 
sies ruled out the possibility the men 
may have died from fragments from a 
grenade, unless they were shotgun pel- ■ 
'•lets.' 

Guste was named- to lead the inves- • 

- tigation although the . case normally : 
might fall within jurisdiction of the 
East B aton' -Rouge Parish district at- 
torney. ■ '''OX 

The .governor chose Guste because 
East Baton Rouge Parish district at- 
is regarded by the black community 
generally as a racist. ■ 

AS HE ( ENTERED the probe,'- Guste 
urged a Horatorium on violence. s ‘ 

He Saidpe believes “we should take 
pause to jecognize that violence only 
begets vidence. We do need to be 
more alertto the legitimate complaints . 
of citizens, but as well we have to be 1 
■more firm vhere there are violations , 
of laws. 

“Right nof, mere than anything else, 
in Louisian^ we need a moratorium — 
a firne for ]eace and a time for pray- 
■ er.” 

Tile attoney general said such a 
moratorium tvculd “give us- the chance 
i to collect oiiselves and to think deeply 
: about the pi»blems that affect people*, 
about the wys and means that we can 
use to insuri peace, to cope with legiti- 
. mate grievaces and try to make gov- 



ernment moe responsive to tne needs 
of the peopl” 

Edwards hid state police at the 
scene, insist they did not fire their 
weapons andSheriff A1 Amiss insisted 
his men fireconly tear gas cartridges.. 

Edwards cjicedsd it was possible a 
■ buckshot- loaed shell' may have been 
fired by misike, felling the two vic- 
tims in fron of the administration 
building whici officials say was seized 
by the. student. 

The unidentfied victim was said to 
be about 20. Tie only markings on him 
were the initias “D P” on the pocket 
of a jacket, aeording to the coroner. 

EDWARDS /aid the lack of papers 
on his person and the failure of offi- 
cials and stuints from the university 
ot identify hin leads to t he conclusion 



. that he may not have been a student 

The governor . reported he had re- 
! ceived information that out of state 
I non-students wre en route, or already 
. bad arrived in the city. . . 

- fh? Iack shells, may- have wiped 
put toe' only clue that could provide a 
...positive answer on whether police fired 
i. the pellets. . . • .. . 

Maj. Fred Sliman of the sheriff’s 5 of- 

fice said 'some of.. the shells were 
picked up by university officials,' some 
:. probably by students and some by no- 
> lice. He said that after the initial eon- 
i fusion surrounding the rapid exchange 
1 .of tear gas between police and stu- 
• dents, he looked around and the empty 
. Partridges had disappeared. ‘ 

HE SAID at one point an ROTC offi- 
cial confronted a deputy sheriff with 
one of the empty cartridges and -ac- 
cused him of firing “live” ammunition.' 
Shman said he' had another deputy 
show the ROTC captain, whose name 
J as K 0t g ] ve “’ a tear gas cartridge 
and showed them to be the same He 
gave the shells to the official to keen 
Sliman said. - *’ 

“I looked around afterward,” Sliman 
. said, and none was on the groun.” 

Amiss said he had instructed his 
deputies to fire only tear gas. He said 
ne thought state police also had fired- 
tear gas _ and that some had been fired 
from. Big Bertha,” the armored vein- ” 
cle used by the state police. 

Films show that- when the, firing be- 
gan, according: to an administration of-' 
ficial, the crowd broke to the left of 
the police ranks. The two men who 
were killed had their left sides, which 
were hit, toward police and were at 
the front of the crowd.- 



EDWARDS SAID Films, which he 
had examined exhaustively, showed no 
one was between the victims .and the 
police. ; 

The governor also reported his pre- 
vious statements that he was con- 
vinced by an examination of the films 
that , the students fired the first mis- 
siles, whatever they were, and that po- 
lice reacted to them. 

He also discounted student claims 
they had not tried to take over the 
administration building and that South- 
ern president Dr. G. Leon Netterville 
had invited them to stay in his office - 
until he- returned. ' 

Several students have claimed they 
contacted Netterville early Thursday 
over concern about four other students 
who had been arrested. 



of events and ffie shambles left of the 
offices of Netterville and his assistant 
■ refuted the student contentions. -He 
said Netterville' had informed thesher- 
iff Wednesday afternoon, before the ar- 
rest on old charges of..the,- four ; stu-.... 
dents, that students, had' planned to " 
seize the administration building.’ "1 . 

He said Netterville denied having, in- ' 
vited the students to remain in his 
; office and had asked them to leave. 

Edwards, who says his own .life has 
: been threatened, said Netterville also 
has been threatened. \ 

“We anticipate no further trouble,” • 
the governor said, “although we have 
; some intelligence that people from oth- 
; er parts of the nation are en route or 
: have arrived in Baton Rouge. 

He said two persons were stopped 
Thursday' night near the campus, but 

: SghlSv aa ? lumi a W released 
car toduriinl h d wea P° ns in. their 
nu£e? ng ° ne withou ‘ a serial 

ta? " a " y 



possible it 



from, 1 1JC 5al 
from the police. 

He then added it still i 
; £ 1 0 ^ b have come from a 

! ^ don’t say how the men were 

; -■ After the shooting, finis broke' out in 
buildings Edwards es- 

HE SAin^l 6 3t m ° Te than 
th fI^ ( 0F ? ore »cance was 
the destruction of records in the reeis- 

trart office, making it aimostimpofst 

t to ^* ermme grades of students. 

Landry described the cause of death j 
th/he^ - 5 fT pulti P le wonnds of i 
. m , cIpdm g Penetration of thel 
bram and .mternal bleeding A 

whn£n 0 V f the was intacJ 

while the others were fragments' Lan-iS 

beL S of d fh 1>Ut aU appeared to haveH 
been of the. same type of buckshot. « 




SMITH HAD four wounds in the 
head and four in the left' forearm, be 
said. The head wounds also were on 
the left side. 

The unidentified man, Landry said, 
had six wounds in the head, one in the 
left shoulder and two that passed 
: through the left wrist, hand and a fin- 
ger. 

He said the unknown victim wore an 
orange-red shirt and blue jeans. 

Among the items found on him, Lan- 
dry said, was a set of three or four 
keys. One appeared to be a car key. 

Edwards said the campus would be 
reopened to students for normal class- 
, room activity after Thanksgiving, but 
there would be no intimidation of stu- 
dents and others by demonstrators and 
peace would be kept. 

STUDENTS FACE a serious problem 

of academic standing for the remain- 
der of the year and , the possible clos- 
ing of the- university if disorders con- 
; tinue. 

One student, Pricilla Clues of Ar- 
; naudviUe, a member of the group that 
i , - first went toNetterville’s' office ffiiiri- 
day morning, declared the students 
- would not resume classes 'until Netter- 
• Ville resigns.- • ••••-•'• " 

■'-'Dissident students, have been seeking : 
1 the resignation of both Netterville and 
,-.-:Dean Emmet Bashful of the New Or- 
leans bfanch-of-Southem. 

Meanwhile, Chancellor Cecil -Taylor 
of Louisiana State University in Baton 
; Rouge issued a statement of- sympathy 
; for the Southern students. 

“WE WISH TO offer the resources of 
LSU to the governor’s committee, the 
state Board of. Education, and to the 
: students, the faculty and administra- 
tion of Southern University in the hope 
; that a peaceful solution to the conflict 
: may soon -be found,” he said. ’ : ’-'f 
Earlier in the day, Dr. Netterville 
issued a statement expressing, sorrow 
over the deaths of the two at Southern. 




